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About the Cover

The cover depicts an important episode 
in aerosol history—the Pasadena 
experiment and ACHEX. It includes a 
photograph of three of the key organizers 
and an illustration of a major concept 
of atmospheric aerosol particle size 
distribution. The photograph is from 
Chapter 8, Figure 1. The front row shows 
Kenneth Whitby, George Hidy, Sheldon 
Friedlander, and Peter Mueller; the back 
row shows Dale Lundgren and Josef 
Pich. The background figure is from 
Chapter 9, Figure 13, illustrating the 
trimodal atmospheric aerosol volume size 
distribution. This concept has been the 
basis of atmospheric aerosol research and 
regulation since the late 1970s.



Dedication

It is fitting to dedicate a book on history to two pioneers in the field of aerosol 
science who will be sorely missed.

Othmar Preining

A teacher and researcher who led the European effort in 
aerosol science, as summarized in a biography authored 
by Helmuth Horvath in Chapter 1. On the behalf of his 
many colleagues and friends, this book is a modest effort 
to preserve his memory. 

Sheldon Friedlander

A leader, teacher, and researcher who led the American 
effort in aerosol science in a wide range of efforts, as 
summarized in a biography authored by George Hidy 
in Chapter 2. On the behalf of his many friends and 
colleagues in the aerosol field, this book is a small effort to 
preserve his memory.
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Preface

Interest in the history of aerosol science has been growing over the past 
two decades. The assembling of the aerosol story has been the avocation 
of a small number of amateur historians. Beginning in 1992, Gil Sem 
successfully organized sessions at the annual American Association for 
Aerosol Research (AAAR) meetings. Othmar Preining organized the first 
stand-alone symposium, which was held in Vienna, Austria, from August 31 
to September 2, 1999. This successful meeting drew 75 attendees, and the 
proceedings, History of Aerosol Science, was published as a hardbound volume 
in 2000 (Preining & Davis, 2000). 

Gil Sem organized the second symposium, which was held in Portland, 
Oregon, USA, on October 13 and 14, 2001. Unfortunately, international travel 
was being discouraged in the aftermath of the September 11 attacks, which 
limited the number of attendees. The second volume, History & Reviews of 
Aerosol Science, was published in 2005, with Gil Sem serving as the editor-in-
chief (Sem et al., 2005).

The third symposium was held in conjunction with the International 
Aerosol Conference hosted by AAAR in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA, on 
September 8 and 9, 2006; approximately 40 researchers attended. I had the 
pleasure of serving as general chairman for that meeting and was supported 
by the AAAR home office staff and the AAAR History Working Group. This 
volume is the compilation of 21 chapters  expanding on topics presented 
at the third symposium, and it covers a wide variety of topics, ranging 
from biographies to research reviews. During the editing process, an effort 
has been made to preserve the “voice” of the authors in order to provide 
historical context. I had the good fortune of support from my employer, RTI 
International, and the resources of the RTI Press in completing this volume. 

David S. Ensor
Editor 
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