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What Is InWomen’s?
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• International Women’s and 
Children’s Health and Gender 
(InWomen’s) Group 

• Multidisciplinary forum addressing 
aspects of substance use among 
women, children, and youth

• Shares new and significant findings
• Identifies and promotes innovative 

research 
• Promotes the benefits of prevention, 

intervention, and treatment

12th InWomen’s Conference was 
held on June 19, 2020.

10:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. EDT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Multidisciplinary forum addressing aspects of substance use among women, children and youth.Share new and significant findings on substance use, abuse and risk behaviors Identify and promote innovative research that helps to empower women across the lifespanPromote the benefits of prevention, intervention and treatment



Approach
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Aim
• Evaluate participants’ perceptions 

of and satisfaction with virtual 
conferences

Methods
• Online questionnaire (JotForm)
• 29% of conference attendees 

completed
• 313 registered attendees; 241 

attended from 28 countries



Findings
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Next InWomen’s Conference Attendance Preference
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We would like to know if we offered a virtual component (at a reduced fee) to go along with the in-person conference, whether you would plan to attend the in-person conference or the virtual conference?



Reasons for Preferring Virtual Conferencing 
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Theme Reasons for Attending an In-Person Conference

Networking 
Opportunity

• “It helps to put a better face to social and professional 
networking.”

• “Certain connections and conversations can't be reproduced 
authentically online.”

Traveling and 
Cultural 

Experience

• “The experience I get visiting other countries and cultures in 
person is unique.”

• “Traveling is fun and also part of experience.…”

Time Zone
• “The time zone difference is very challenging with virtual 

conferences. If not based in the U.S., you end up missing a 
lot.”
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Discussion



Limitations
o Virtual conferences present challenges because of

1. Time zone differences (attendees from 38 countries)
2. Technical problems (e.g., poor Internet connection)

o Consequently, we had partial attendance throughout the conference (e.g., 
there were around 75 attendees by the end of the conference).

o Additionally, evaluations were online and occurred over a limited time 
period (2 weeks).

o We only received a 29% response rate, which limits generalizing. However, 
findings did report mostly positive outcomes for this first-time virtual 
conference for InWomen’s.
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Join the InWomen’s group on LinkedIn!



Image Sources

o All images used in this presentation are from the 12th InWomen’s 
Group Virtual Conference. Permissions to use these photos following 
the conference were obtained from all attendees. 
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Thank you
Contact: Nosipho Shangase| email: internships@rti.org
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