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 ■ Outcome Variable: The Sexual Abuse Trauma Index (SATI) subscale of the 
Trauma Symptom Checklist-402

 ● 7 items scored on a 4-point scale (0 to 3)
 ● A score of 10 or greater suggestive of a high prevalence of symptoms from 

sexual abuse trauma

 ■ Explanatory Variable: Sex trade involvement 
 ● The exchange of vaginal, anal, or oral sex for some type of payment within 

the past 6 months

 ■ Potential Covariates: 
 ● Homelessness
 ● Methamphetamine dependence: The Severity of Dependence Scale3 

 ◆ 5 items scored on a 4-point scale (0 to 3)
 ◆ High score = 11–15; medium = 5–10; and low = 0–4

 ● Experiences of childhood and adult unwanted sex

 ■ An abundance of literature exists about the prevalence of childhood and adult 
rape among women involved in street-based sex trades. 

 ■ Studies finding that women involved in sex trades have high levels of sexual 
abuse trauma often lack appropriate comparison groups. 

 ■ Without appropriate comparison groups, it is unclear whether this finding is 
unique to women involved in sex trades or if it is also true of other women who 
share similar life experiences but who are not involved in sex trades.

1. To measure sexual abuse trauma among a sample of urban women who use drugs

2. To assess whether sex trade involvement is associated with symptomatology of 
sexual abuse trauma

After controlling for other factors, women involved in sex trades and those 
not involved have similar odds of symptomatology of sexual abuse trauma

 ■ Community-based respondent-driven1 sample in San Francisco, CA (N=322)

 ■ Eligibility
 ● Used methamphetamine past 30 days
 ● Sex with ≥1 man past 6 months
 ● Age ≥18
 ● Biological female

 ■ Quantitative interview

 ■ Bivariate and multivariate analyses, including testing for interactions

Table 1. Demographic Characteristics

Percent (%)

Race/ethnicity

African American 46

White 33

Native American  5

Latina  4

Other/Refused 12

Age

18–29 21

30–39 23

40–49 33

50 or older 23

Table 2. Sample Characteristics: Drug Use

Percent (%)

Methamphetamine use  
past 30 days

Non-injection use 85

Injection use 47

Other drug use  
past 30 days

Injected heroin, speedball or 
goofball 

28

Used crack cocaine 62

Smoked marijuana 58

Table 3. Sample Characteristics: Variables

Percent (%)

Outcome Variable

Sexual abuse trauma index score ≥ 10 
 Median = 11; IQR 8, 15

61

Explanatory Variable

Sex trade involvement 61

Potential Covariates

Homeless 57

Psychological dependence on 
methamphetamine

Low 22

Medium 61

High 17

Unwanted sex
Childhood 52

Adult 73

Table 4. Bivariate Correlates of Sexual Abuse Trauma Index Score ≥ 10

Sexual Abuse Trauma Index Score ≥ 10

Yes (n=193) % No (n=124) % p

Explanatory Variable

Traded sex < 6 months 68% 50% 0.002

Potential Covariates

Homeless 59% 53% 0.31

Psychological dependence on 
methamphetamine

81% 73% 0.003

Childhood unwanted sex 58% 42% 0.015

Adult unwanted sex 83% 56% <0.0001

Table 5. Independent Correlates of Sexual Abuse Trauma Index Score ≥ 10 
(multivariate model)

Adjusted Odds Ratio 95% CI

Explanatory Variable

Traded sex < 6 months 1.6 0.9, 2.7

Potential Covariates

Psychological dependence on 
methamphetamine

1.7 1.1, 2.5

Childhood unwanted sex 1.3 0.9, 1.8

Adult unwanted sex 2.5 1.4, 4.3
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 ■ After controlling for covariates, the association between sex trade involvement 
and a high level of symptomatology of sexual trauma was not statistically 
significant. 

 ■ Women involved in sex trades were more likely to experience unwanted sex as 
young people and adults (data not shown).

 ■ Women with involvement in the sex trade and experiences of unwanted 
sex as children and adults did not have increased odds for high levels of 
symptomatology of sexual trauma (data not shown).

 ■ To promote accurate theorizing and to guide service providers and policy 
makers, comparison groups in research on marginalized populations are 
needed. 

 ■ Research would benefit from looking at resiliency and coping mechanisms 
among women involved in sex trades to better understand why we do not 
see an association with trauma symptomatology even with increased odds of 
having experienced unwanted sex as children and adults.

 ■ Regardless of sex trade involvement, this group of women have a high 
prevalence of unwanted sex and symptomatology of sexual abuse trauma. 
Programs and interventions are needed that address the everyday violence 
urban women experience associated with drug use.

 ■ Possible self-report bias 

 ■ Not a population-based study of women who use drugs or of women who trade sex

 ■ Sex trade involvement limited to past 6 months
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