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Background Information

o Building and maintaining trust is crucial 
for science communication.

o Health misinformation is a prime 
contributor to science mistrust.

o Goal is to investigate the sources of health 
misinformation through survey research.
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Presentation Notes
For my summer internship this summer, I had the pleasure of working with Dr. Brian G. Southwell and Sarah Ray and being apart of the great work they are doing at RTI InternationalDr. Southwell is the director of the Science in the Public Sphere at RTI International Ms. Ray is a communication scientist on the project who works with Dr. Southwell to develop new ways to build and maintain community trust in science     



Current Goal: Women's Global Health Imperative 
(WGHI) Team Collaboration
Objective:
Assess the spread of misinformation associated with both Oral 
PrEP and vaccine-based HIV prevention strategies through 
survey research.
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WGHI: "The Women's Global Health Imperative (WGHI) at RTI International conducts epidemiologic, biomedical, socio-behavioral and implementation research to improve infectious disease and chronic health outcome." Source- https://www.rti.org/focus-area/womens-global-health-imperativeMTN: Microbicide Trials Network are NIH-funded preventative trials for studies such as the dapivirine vaginal ring. Source- https://www.rti.org/brochures/women%E2%80%99s-global-health-imperativeWGHI team I worked with are the following: Dr. Ariane van der Straten, Ariana Katz, and Tozoe MartonOral PrEP reference: https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/risk/prep/index.htmlHIV vaccines reference: https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/hiv-prevention/potential-future-options/hiv-vaccinesDapivirine vaginal ring reference: https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/vaginal-ring-hiv-prevention-receives-positive-opinion-european-regulator



External Collaboration: NOVA Science Studio 
Objective:
Assist with the production of media content focused on bridging 
the gap between the STEM field and high school students from 
diverse backgrounds.
Program link:
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/article/introducing-nova-
science-studio/
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Overall goal of the collaboration is to help increase minority representation in STEM National Science Foundation's (NSF) report  on women, minorities, and persons with disabilities in science and engineering:     https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsf19304/digest/field-of-degree-minorities#degrees-earned-by-underrepresented-minorities Team Members: Ralph Boquet and Tenijah Hamilton

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/article/introducing-nova-science-studio/


Key Takeaways
o Science communication is not always straightforward.
o Collaborations can yield great opportunities.
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Thank you
Contact: Khari Johnson | email: internships@rti.org
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