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WHAT IS A UNIQUE ENTITY IDENTIFIER (UEI, or Unique Entity ID) & 

WHY DOES MY ORGANIZATION NEED TO OBTAIN ONE? 

The U.S. government is transitioning away from the DUNS number as the primary organizational identifier to the 
twelve-digit alphanumeric Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) starting April 4, 2022.  
 
The UEI will be requested in, and assigned by, SAM (www.sam.gov). Organizations will no longer have to go to a 
third-party website to obtain their identifier. This transition allows the United States government to streamline the 
entity identification and validation process, making it easier and less burdensome for entities to do business with the 
government. 
 
If your entity is registered in SAM.gov today, your Unique Entity ID (SAM) has already been assigned and is 
viewable in SAM.gov. This includes inactive registrations. The Unique Entity ID is currently located below the DUNS 
Number on your entity registration record. Remember, you must be signed in to your SAM.gov account to view 
entity records. To learn how to view your Unique Entity ID (SAM) go to this help article. 
 
If your entity is not registered in SAM.gov today, please visit www.sam.gov to begin the registration process.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.sam.gov/
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=a05adbae1b59f8982fe5ed7ae54bcbba
http://www.sam.gov/

