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um Natu re f A In 1966 RTI chemists isclated Taxol from the bark of Taxus brevifolia, and
"t BE‘“Ch 4 in 1971 Drs. Wall, Wani, and colleagues published its complete structure.
. Discovery of its unique mode of action by Dr. Susan Horwitz in 1979 catalyzed
t'ﬂ' BEdSldE‘ taxol's development by MCI. Supplies of the naturally eccurring drug limited
" progress, but response rates in ovarian cancer clinical trials were remarkable.
H.I.'.i;ﬂr}-' ﬂitheﬂk_:{ﬂ Trl" | Bristol-Myers Squibb obtained rights to develop taxol and, in late 1992, FDA
y a8 d Deve ﬂp:;:eqf OFmewa approval was grated for its use in refractory ovarian cancer. In 1983, a semi-
and Camptot E{‘" synthetic route for taxol from renewable precursors resolved both supply
and environmental concerns.
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