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Going Beyond M&E

MERLA: Monitoring,
Evaluation, Research,
Learning, and Adapting



MERLA is the intentional
application of results-focused
monitoring, evaluation, and
research to inform continuous
learning and adaptation for
improving program effectiveness
and policy decision making.

RTI successfully applies MERLA in
multiple client-funded research
and development programs in
dozens of countries—cutting
across the technical sectors of
health, education, governance,
economic development, food
security, agriculture, energy, and
environmental science.

More Information
MERLA@rti.org

MONITORING &
EVALUATION
(M&E)

Programmatic
learning and
adapting lead
to improved

MG&E and OR
results

ADAPTING

Learning
informs
decision-making
in collaboration
with stakeholders

M&E data and
evidence gaps help
frame operations
research (OR)
questions

OPERATIONS

Results from RESEARCH
M&E and OR (OR)
contribute to

learning
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