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Working in the Community, 5|.~ppur‘ting People Where They Are

The mission of the CoOp studies is to help substance abusers in our communities reduce drug use and other

high-risk behaviors. Our goal is to assess drug abuse; treatment entry; risks associated with sexually
transmitted infections; and physical, mental, and health problems. In many of our studies, we also help
participants empower themselves to maintain health;'e1r lives and build stronger families and communities.

Dear Friends and Colleagues, women have reenrolled in the follow-up study (from a
I hope this newsletter finds you doing well. I want to possible 762); 205 women have returned for their 6-month
take this opportunity to thank you for your continued follow-up appointment; and 105 women have returned for
support of our Cnmnit}r_based 'p'[ujec{sl We are their 12-month f'oi]::rw-up appﬂi]ltmﬁnt. Of the women who
fortunate to have so many connections over the years. reenrolled in the continuation study, 26% reported that
Our first CoOp Newsletter came out 10 years ago! they had stopped using crack at intake. At the 6-month
follow-up, 28% had stopped using crack; at the 12-month
At RTI we are planning lots of proposals in the new follow-up, 32% had stopped using crack.
year to find ways to address drug use and health
disparities in the Triangle, and we are looking at The proportion of women who used a male condom during
different uppﬂ'rmniﬁeﬁ to collaborate wath many Df}rgu_ the past a0 Ij.a}"ﬁ. has ﬂu’:matﬁd, from 29% at baseline to
We appreciate all of your support over this past year, 31% at the 6-month follow-up to 24% at the 12-month
and we look forward to seeing more of you in 2006, If follow-up. However, the proportion of women who used a
you are not already involved in our Community female condom in the past 30 days increased from 3% at
Advisory Board, I would urge you to join and help us baseline to 8% at the 6-month follow-up to 16% at the 12-
develop ways to support and learn from our community. month follow-up.
Wishing vou all a safe and happy holiday season with
family and friends. .
Women who Stopped Using Crack
Most sincerely, A -
Wendee Wechsberg ;:‘: s e PR P I e
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Following the success of the first Women's CoOp stmudy in 5% RSl sl
Durham and Wake Counties from 1999-2002, Dr. Wendee 20 %
Wechsberg and the project staff began a follow-up study in 5% 1\-_;!5_
March 2004. Sponsored by the original funder, NIDA, this 20% 3 —e—Malecondom |
study aims to determine the longer term effects of the 15% f/,‘j |—=—Female condom
original Women's CoOp and offer booster sessions for risk 10% 5’_‘._.--—'-""??
reduction. In this study women will be interviewed at 5%
intake and at 6-, 12-, and 18-month follow-ups. In %
addition, in-depth interviews and focus groups will be L .

conducted with a smaller sample of women. To date, 379
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